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Election season is an entertaining time of year in the United 

States. It’s not unlike a theater program for actors and ac�

tresses who might have had a career in Hollywood if they 

had better agents.  

Candidates focus their energy on a handful of relevant issues 

and perceived needs. Job creation, the role of govern�

ment, energy and the environment are a few that have 

grabbed plenty of headlines in recent years. 

Democrats support this, Republicans support that; liberals 

oppose this, conservatives oppose that. The degree to which 

the two major political parties are fundamentally different is 

an entirely separate conversation. So why am I typing if I 

don’t want to use these keystrokes for partisan politicking?  

I want to reach one particular group of people: urbanists.  

 

Preface 

http://www.urbanismspeakeasy.com 

Not just city planning experts. But anyone who advo�

cates, specializes, or cares about planning and design of 

areas where people will congregate. My definition of an 

urbanist might sketch buildings, design roads, photograph 

festivals, or operate a corner grocery store.  

“Urbanist” includes such a diverse cross�section of the 

populace that you might instead say “any human who en�

counters other humans during a typical week”.  

As you read this glorified blog posting, consider that per�

haps red states and blue states are not as completely dif�

ferent as the polling studies suggest.  

Now that the stage is set, fellow urbanist…human, please 

enjoy this viewer’s guide to American political theater. 

 



Disclaimer 

The musings you are about to read are tran�

scribed monologues from voices in the au�

thor’s head. They have not been validated 

or sanctioned by any politician or political 

party or power broker.  

You may or may not be entertained or of�

fended by the generalizations and carica�

tures. Individuals cast ballots during elec�

tions at their own risk.  

In fact, individuals reading the author’s 

thoughts do so at their own risk. But he 

hopes you take a risk and continue reading. 

 

About the Author 

Andy Boenau is a sometimes�voter who has 

dabbled in traffic engineering, fatherhood, 

community planning, and spider solitaire.  

He is sometimes late for dinner because 

he’s daydreaming about being a drummer in 

a rock’n’roll band. 
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“I’m a Democrat urbanist 

and I care about job crea�

tion, the national debt, the 

role of government, and 

energy and the environ�

ment.” 

 

Job creation 

I don’t mind if jobs are created by the expansion of govern�

ment agencies. I want to see more Americans working and 

earning wages. But I realize that not all paying jobs are ap�

propriate. For example, I’m pretty sure that a hit�man em�

ployed by a gangster is not a good job to create. I support 

jobs that help people. Sometimes jobs are created for con�

struction workers to demolish the homes of one group of 

people because a powerful group of people thinks it’s a good 

idea (see: urban renewal, 1930s – 1970s). I want to see jobs 

created that support and enhance local communities, not 

jobs that will pay for their destruction. 
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Role of government  

A national debt of $14 trillion is hard to comprehend. Most 

of the Democrats running for office are talking about raising 

taxes on the wealthy. I’m more concerned about how the 

government spends the money it collects. In my region of the 

country, I read far too many reports about “shovel ready” 

stimulus projects that strike me as a waste of money. If a 

project was designed back in the early 90s in a completely 

different regulatory climate, why should we hurry up and 

build it now? I want a candidate focused on locally�oriented 

initiatives that avoid discrimination towards certain members 

of the community. 

Energy and the environment 

Like most of the people in my neighborhood, driving alone to 

work is the only practical option. But it bothers me that our 

country is heavily reliant on fossil fuels and foreign oil. I’m not 

expecting to see cars banned from roads, but if my neighbor�

hood was closer to work, I’d walk and bike a lot more. Well, 

closer and with safer streets. Am I so radical for wanting to 

do my little part for the environment around me? My subur�

ban streets look like interstates, so it’s probably too danger�

ous to try anything other than driving. I’d like a candidate 

who wasn’t so quick to promote the steady erosion and re�

moval of natural habitats to make room for wider and wider 

highways in my backyard. I want my candidate to think about 

smarter, more efficient ways for people to move around and 

connect with each other. 

“I’m a Democrat urbanist.” 



 

“I’m a Republican urbanist 

and I care about job crea�

tion, the national debt, 

the role of government, 

and energy and the envi�

ronment.” 

 

Job creation 

Government shouldn’t grow to create more jobs. I want to 

see more Americans working and earning wages, and that 

means private companies need to have reasons to hire peo�

ple. But I don’t want a candidate to encourage jobs for the 

sake of jobs. Some jobs are downright evil. There isn’t a mar�

ket to pay delinquents to egg houses, is there? I watched a 

documentary that retold the story of an entire neighborhood 

displaced because some government agencies forced them 

out of their homes to make way for a new highway and a dif�

ferent type of development. I want my candidate to promote 

jobs that support and enhance local communities, not jobs to 

obliterate private property and force people to move. 
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Role of government  

In this lousy economy, I have to be very careful with my per�

sonal checking account. I’d like to see the government do the 

same. Most of the Republicans running for office are talking 

about taxes, but what about cutting spending to programs 

that do more harm than good? In my region of the country, 

we like to compete for federal funds so that the press won’t 

make fun of us for leaving cash on the table. But I don’t think 

the federal government should decide how to revitalize my 

community. I want a candidate focused on locally�oriented 

initiatives that don’t rely so much on the federal govern�

ment’s debt�ridden budget. 

Energy and the environment 

I hear a lot of talk about fossil fuel alternatives and renewable 

energy. Like most people I know, those sound like reasona�

ble pursuits. But the regulatory environment of our govern�

ment still seems to favor massive infrastructure projects that 

promote and even require the continued reliance on multi�

car households. I want to vote for a candidate who is inter�

ested in scaling back regulations so that infill development 

flourishes and I can have more choices about where to live 

and how I commute. I’d like to see streets designed for slow�

er traffic where I could actually walk on a sidewalk with my 

family and feel safe. I want my candidate to think about 

smarter, more efficient ways for people to move around and 

connect with each other. 

“I’m a Republican urbanist.” 



 

“I’m a Libertarian urbanist 

and I care about job crea�

tion, the national debt, 

the role of government, 

and energy and the envi�

ronment.” 

Job creation 

My friends and I started an online marketing business and 

then published a book about our services. You would be 

amazed at how difficult it was! Not the business, but the 

government paperwork! I want to see more Americans 

working and earning wages, and that means removing bu�

reaucratic handcuffs to encourage more people to pursue 

individual dreams. In this economy, more people are looking 

for ways to freelance or create small business niches. I want 

my candidate to promote jobs that support and enhance lo�

cal communities, not jobs that exist to suck the will to live 

from entrepreneurs in my community. 
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Role of government  

The federal government is bloated and inefficient. And when 

it does act, it often overreaches in ways that harms commu�

nities. I hear rhetoric about America’s crumbling infrastruc�

ture, but I haven’t had any trouble making long distance trips 

due to collapsed bridges or gaps in highways. My region feels 

obligated to spend “free” federal money by expanding high�

ways and razing green space in order to meet the require�

ments of government programs. After decades of invasive 

projects catered to special interest groups, my friends don’t 

trust the federal government to make good decisions. I want 

a candidate focused on initiatives that use local funding deliv�

er the most bang for the buck. 

Energy and the environment 

Like most of the people in my neighborhood, driving alone to 

work is the only practical option. Our local bus service 

doesn’t have logical routes to connect residential areas to the 

business centers. I want to see a candidate who wants the 

government to get out of the bus business and promote pri�

vatization. A private company would want to make a profit, 

so the service would reflect the needs of my community. I’m 

pretty sure the bus stops would be safe and inviting to en�

courage higher ridership. Imagine how much we could re�

duce traffic jams and car pollution, especially in bigger towns 

and cities. I want my candidate to think about smarter, more 

efficient ways for people to move around and connect with 

each other.  

“I’m a Libertarian urbanist.” 
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Very few feelings were harmed in  

the making of this election guide. 
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